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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to amendment filed on 07/05/2005. Claims 2, 9, 22 and 26 
have been canceled. Therefore, claims 1, 3-8, 10-21, 23-25 and 27-30 are pending and 
presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claim 1, 3-5, 7, 10-21 , 23-25 and 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yanagidaira, U.S. Pat. No. 6,490,052. 
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Regarding claim 1, Yanagidaira teaches a network interface apparatus which is 
connected to an image processing apparatus and communicates with an external 
apparatus, comprising: 

a providing unit adapted to provide display data necessary for constructing a 
picture plane for displaying or setting apparatus information of the image processing 
apparatus to the external apparatus (= main control unit 1 in connection with web server 
unit 11) [see Fig. 1 and Abstract]; 

a holding unit adapted to hold language information indicative of a selected 
language among a plurality of kinds of languages (= database 6) [see Fig. 1]; and 

a data obtaining unit adapted to obtain the display data from the image 
processing apparatus if the display data necessary for constructing the picture plane 
depends on an apparatus type of the image processing apparatus and obtaining the 
display data from said network interface apparatus if the display data necessary for 
constructing the picture plane does not depend on the apparatus type of the image 
processing apparatus (= main controller 1 manages frames data for constructing 
images) [see Col. 6, Lines 8-52], 

wherein said providing unit provides the display data corresponding to the 
language indicated by the language information held by said holding unit to the external 
apparatus (= sending to the web server 1 1 and transferring to the browser 12 for 
displaying) [see Fig. 1 and Col. 5, Lines 29-65]. 

Yanagidaira does not explicitly teach data obtaining unit obtains the display data 
corresponding to the language indicated by the language information held by said 
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holding means from the image processing apparatus. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made to have a 
selection display including a variety of language options indicated by the language 
information held by said holding means from the image processing apparatus for setting 



Regarding claim 3, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein said providing means provides the display data in which a picture plane for 
selecting the language has been described, and said holding unit holds the language 
information indicative of the language selected on said picture plane [see Col. 5, Lines 
9-34]. 

Regarding claim 4, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said providing unit provides the display data by using an HTTP (Hyper Text 
Transfer Protocol), and wherein said data obtaining unit discriminates whether the 
requested data is type-dependent data which depends on the apparatus type of the 
image processing apparatus or type-independent data on the basis of a URL (Uniform 
Resource Locator) of the requested data, obtains the type-dependent data from the 
image processing apparatus if the requested data is the type-dependent data, and 
obtains the type-independent data from said network interface apparatus if the 
requested data is the type-independent data [see Col. 5, Line 35 to Col. 6, Line 66]. 



purposes. 
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Regarding claim 5, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein the picture plane displays information regarding a paper feed, information 
regarding a paper delivery, and error information [see Fig. 9 and ]. 

Regarding claim 7, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein the image processing apparatus is a printer and said network interface 
apparatus is a network card which can be connected to a plurality of kinds of printers 
[see Fig. 1], 

Claim 8 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 1 . In 
addition, Yanagidaira further teaches obtaining means for obtaining shipping destination 
information showing to which place said image processing apparatus is shipped (= web 
server 1 1 receives URL request from the browser for sending printer settings 
information to display) [see Col. 7, Lines 12-47]. 

Regarding claim 10, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
8, wherein said obtaining unit requests the shipping destination information from the 
image processing apparatus [see Fig. 1]. 



Claim 1 1 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 4. 
Claim 12 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 5. 
Claim 14 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 7. 
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Regarding claim 15, Yanagidaira further teaches an image processing apparatus 
which is connected to a network interface apparatus for controlling data communication 
with an external apparatus, comprising: 

storing unit adapted to store type-dependent data which depends on a type of 
said image processing apparatus in display data necessary for constructing a picture 
plane for displaying or setting apparatus information of said image processing 
apparatus (= database 6) [see Fig. 1]; and 

transfer unit adapted to transfer the type-dependent data stored in said storing 
unit to the network interface apparatus in accordance with a request from the network 
interface apparatus (= main control unit 1 in connection with web server unit 1 1 ) [see 
Fig. 1 and Abstract], 

wherein the network interface apparatus requests display data in which a picture 
plane corresponding to a selected language has been described, provides the display 
data transferred from said image processing apparatus to the external apparatus if the 
display data necessary for constructing the picture plane is the type-dependent data, 
and provides display data stored in the network interface apparatus to the external 
apparatus if the display data necessary for the picture plane is not the type-independent 
data (= main controller 1 manages frames data for constructing images and sends to 
the web server 1 1 and transfers to the browser 12 for displaying) [see Fig. 1 and Col. 5, 
Lines 29-65 and Col. 6, Lines 8-52]. 
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Regarding claim 16, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
15, wherein in accordance with the request from the network interface apparatus, said 
transfer unit transfers the type-dependent data stored corresponding to the selected 
language in the type-dependent data stored in said storing unit to the network interface 
apparatus [see Col. 5, Line 35 to Col. 6, Line 52], 

Claim 17 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 7. 

Claim 18 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 15. In 
addition, Yanagidaira further teaches memory means for storing shipping destination 
information showing to which place said image processing apparatus is shipped and 
first transfer means for transferring the shipping destination information stored in said 
memory means in accordance with a request from said network interface apparatus (= 
web server 1 1 receives URL request from the browser and sends it to the main control 
unit 1 for obtaining printer settings information from the database and then forwards to 
the browser for displaying) [see Fig. 1 and Abstract and Col. 7, Lines 12-47]. 

Regarding claim 19, Yanagidaira further teaches an apparatus according to claim 
18, wherein said second transfer unit transfers the type-dependent data corresponding 
to the shipping destination information stored in said memory unit in the type-dependent 
data stored in said storing unit to said network interface apparatus in accordance with 
the request from the network interface apparatus [see Col. 5, Line 35 to Col. 6, Line 52]. 
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Claim 20 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 7. 

Claim 21 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 18. In 
addition, Yanagidaira further teaches allowing said network interface apparatus to 
provide display data that is data in which a picture plane for displaying and setting 
apparatus information of said image processing apparatus has been described and that 
corresponds to a language shown by held language information [see Fig. 1 and Col. 5, 
Line 9 to Col. 6, Line 52]. 

Regarding claim 23, Yanagidaira further teaches a method according to claim 21, 
wherein said network interface apparatus provides the display data in which a picture 
plane for selecting the language has been described and holds the language 
information showing the language selected on said picture plane [see Fig. 8]. 

Claim 24 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 7. 

Claim 25 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 21 . In 
addition, Yanagidaira further teaches allowing said network interface apparatus to 
provide display data that is data in which a picture plane for displaying and setting 
apparatus information of said image processing apparatus has been described and that 
corresponds to shipping destination information showing to which place said image 
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processing apparatus is shipped (= web server 1 1 receives URL request from the 
browser and sends it to the main control unit 1 for obtaining printer settings information 
from the database and then forwards to the browser for displaying) [see Fig. 1 and 
Abstract and Col. 7, Lines 12-47]. 

Regarding claim 27, Yanagidaira further teaches a method according to claim 25, 
wherein said network interface apparatus requests the shipping destination information 
from the image processing apparatus [see Fig. 1]. 

Claim 28 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 7. 
Claim 29 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 1. 
Claim 30 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 8. 

4. Claim 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yanagidaira, U.S. Pat. No. 6,490,052 in view of Teng et al (Hereafter, Teng), U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,240,456. 

Regarding claim 6, Yanagidaira does not explicitly teach an apparatus according 
to claim 1 , wherein said type-dependent data is image data showing an external view of 
the connected image processing apparatus. However, Teng, in the same field of 
collecting printer administration endeavor, discloses type-dependent data is image data 
showing an external view of the connected image processing apparatus (printers) [see 
Teng, Fig. 13]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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of the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Teng into the teaching of 
Yanagidaira in order to enable the administrator or user to visualize the monitoring 
devices connected to the network and thus quickly identify the devices with their 
locations and associated problems. 

Claim 13 is rejected under the same rationale set forth above to claim 6. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-37 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS ACTION IS 
SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION. FAILURE TO RESPOND WITHIN THE PERIOD FOR 
RESPONSE WILL CAUSE THE APPLICATION TO BECOME ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. 
§ 133). EXTENSIONS OF TIME MAY BE OBTAINED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
37 CAR 1.136(A). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3991 . 
The Group fax phone number is (571) 273-8300. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar, can be reached on 
(571)272-4006. 
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8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Philip B. Tran 
Art Unit 21 55 
September 29, 2005 



